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Abstract: This study aims to overcome the problem of limited teaching materials for Indonesian subjects in vocational high 

schools, especially about folklore. The method used in this research is research and development. The results obtained by 

folklore that developed in the Cirebon and Indramayu districts have moral values and are close to students' lives so that they 

are suitable for use as teaching material. The folklore analyzed has structure, linguistic elements, and moral values so that it 

can be used as a basis for the development of folklore teaching materials but by adjusting the use of language. The 

development of folklore teaching materials is adjusted to the achievement of basic competencies validated by experts and 

practitioners to get a classification as teaching materials that are suitable for use in vocational High School in the Cirebon and 

Indramayu regions. Based on the results of the learning trials it is known that these teaching materials can be used effectively 

in improving students' ability to produce literary works, especially short stories by using basic ideas from folklore. Teaching 

material developed is more interesting for students 'interest and enthusiasm, because the teaching material is in accordance 

with the students' cultural background. The students' responses to teaching materials were very enthusiastic when presented 

teaching materials that came from folklore from the Cirebon area, aroused curiosity, and learning activities took place 

dynamically and students did not feel fed up. 
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1. Introduction 

At present the teaching materials of folklore texts 

presented in textbooks are only presented in the form of saga, 

whereas the types of folklore that develop in the archipelago 

vary greatly depending on the cultural development of a 

society. If the material is about folklore, only the type of saga 

is presented, so high school students from outside Sumatra 

are less familiar. Whereas in the vicinity of the student's 

environment there are also available folklore, both those that 

have been printed or are still oral (folklore) related to the 

name of an area. 

In the cognitive development of students, if the folklore 

that is the teaching material is related to the name of an area 

around the student's residence will be able to bring the 

understanding of high school students closer to the 

understanding of the structure and language aspects of 

folklore texts [1]. In the development of psychomotor 

abilities, it is not possible in at the end of the lesson students 

develop folklore, but what is most possible is to develop 

ideas or ideas from folklore as inspiration that can be 

developed into a short story. Thus, the development of 

student creativity can be built through the development of 

attitudes by training students to implement the values of local 

wisdom of a folklore into the short stories they make [2]. 

Teaching materials that teach moral values can be 

extracted from the local wisdom of a community. Local 

wisdom can be obtained from folklore. These moral values 

can be inherited through education in the form of character 

education [3]. Character as a noble character or moral 

excellence is built on various virtues (virtues) which in turn 
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only have meaning when based on values that apply in the 

culture of a nation. The character of the Indonesian nation is 

the character possessed by Indonesian citizens based on 

actions considered as virtues based on values prevailing in 

society. Values that apply in culture as local wisdom, which 

can be obtained from folklore as a cultural heritage [1, 4]. 

These cultural heritage values can be developed as teaching 

materials, because the development of teaching materials that 

are relatively new is still being done [5, 6] including those 

extracted from the field and the environment. 

Folklore is one of the cultural heritages that develops and 

lives in the community. The types of folklore consist of three 

major groups, namely: (1) myth (myth), (2) legend (legend), 

and (3) folktale [7]. Folklore as a literary work that has a 

structure and values for its readers is very good when applied 

in learning to students. From this learning in addition to 

students getting to know local wisdom in their area, the 

development of teaching materials extracted from local 

wisdom will be very beneficial for students in linking 

teaching materials based on the social context of the 

community [3]. The folklore can be studied for its structure 

so that it can be used as teaching material that has positive 

values and provides many benefits to students [2, 8]. The 

values contained in folklore need to be maintained and 

passed on to future generations. As a legacy or heritage, local 

wisdom is a great cultural wealth and tradition that must not 

only be preserved or preserved, but must also be applied in 

daily life. 

In this connection, folklore as one of local wisdom can be 

analyzed based on literary structure and literary values as the 

constructor [1, 4]. The results of this analysis can then be 

developed into teaching materials in Indonesian language 

lessons in senior high schools. Based on preliminary studies, 

it is known that in Cirebon and Indramayu Regencies there 

are many folklore which is one of the community's cultures 

that can be used as learning material in education units. 

Therefore, the authors conducted research using these 

locations. 

This paper is taken from research of the development of 

folklore teaching materials from the Cirebon and Indramayu 

regions is used as teaching material in high schools or 

vocational schools in Cirebon City and Regency, while the 

folklore teaching materials from the Indramayu region are 

used as teaching material in high school or vocational school 

in Indramayu Regency. 

2. Reference Review 

Teaching Materials 

Teaching material is a set of information that students must 

absorb through fun learning [9]. This shows that in the 

preparation of teaching materials students are expected to 

really feel the benefits of teaching materials or material after 

he learned it. Teaching materials are a set of learning tools or 

tools that contain learning materials, methods, boundaries, 

and ways to evaluate systematically and attractively designed 

in order to achieve the expected goals, namely achieving 

competence and sub competence with all its complexity [10]. 

Teaching materials are important things that must be 

available when learning is done. The availability of teaching 

materials will facilitate and help students and teachers in 

learning. Teaching material is one of the most important parts 

in the learning process because there is a number of 

information, instructions, processes, and evaluations that 

support learning activities to achieve goals [2, 11]. Teaching 

materials are content that needs to be learned by students in 

the form of print or facilitated by the instructor to achieve 

certain goals. Teaching material is a visual and audiovisual 

learning resource that can be used by students as a medium 

of communication in the learning process [12]. 

Teaching material is used as a support in providing 

examples to students, one of which is fairytale text teaching 

material. A fairy tale text that has the character of heroism, 

intelligence, courage, and other virtues will give students an 

idea of some of the characteristics that need and are not 

exemplary. Teaching material refers to the fulfillment of four 

aspects, namely aspects of content, systematic aspects of 

presentation, aspects of language, and aspects of graphics or 

appearance [13]. 

Teaching materials should make it easier for students who 

have difficulty understanding learning materials, are able to 

meet the needs of students, information is presented to be 

studied by students that contain all the material or theory of 

learning, is complete, so that students no longer need to look 

for other sources of material, follow technological 

developments, and make it easier for users when they want to 

use it [14]. Thus every material, both instruction and 

information exposure; presentation; use of language; and the 

writing graphics are helpful and friendly to the wearer. 

Good teaching materials not only contain knowledge, but 

are developed in a quality way using a theoretical foundation. 

For this reason, in order to produce teaching materials that 

are capable of carrying out their functions and roles in 

effective learning, teaching materials need to be designed and 

developed using the latest approach. Therefore, the 

development of teaching materials that are in accordance 

with the current condition of students uses the Integrated 

Learning and Content Learning (CLIL) approach [15], with 

stages: (1) establishing context, (2) examining models / 

examples; (3) guided construction; and (4) construct 

independently through scientific procedures (scientific) 

through a 5M pattern consisting of: observing, questioning, 

gathering information, reasoning, and communicating [16]. 

Folklore 

Folklore is an oral tradition handed down to the 

community, such as the folklore Malin Kundang, 

Sangkuriang, Si Kabayan, and so on. The spread of folklore 

is done orally so that the author is unknown or anonymous, 

but lately there have been efforts to document in the form of 

written text [17]. Folklore also takes the form of utterances 

which function as a medium for expressing behavior about 

the values of life inherent in people's lives [1, 8]. 

Folklore is a genre of folklore that is spread in oral form 

and the story is anonymous which is not bound by space and 
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time and the author's name is no longer known [8, 18]. 

Folklore is not only a folk story without meaning or fairy 

tales to put children to sleep, but folklore has a tradition of 

neglect, entertainment and education. Folklore not only tells 

the origin of the occurrence of a place but also tells about 

positive behavior whose presentation is adjusted to current 

conditions [2, 17, 19]. 

Folklore is a local wisdom that has a literary text structure 

and has moral values as a message the writer wants to convey 

to the reader [2, 8]. The moral message is tucked inside the 

characters' characters, messages from the character's 

expressions or dialogues, or from the story line. The message 

in folklore is in the form of advice, advice, guidance, 

guidance, or education to humans for noble deeds by being 

wrapped through folklore [19]. 

Local Wisdom 

Local wisdom is the ideas, values or views of a place that 

has a wise and valuable nature that is followed and trusted by 

the people in that place and has been followed for 

generations [20, 21]. In derivational terms, the term local 

wisdom (local wisdom) consists of two words, namely 

wisdom (wisdom) and local (local). The word "wisdom" 

means wisdom while the word "local" means local. Local 

wisdom or so-called local wisdom can be understood as a 

human effort by using his mind (cognition) to act and behave 

towards something, object, or event that occurs in a particular 

space [22, 23]. Thus, local wisdom or local wisdom can be 

understood as local ideas and knowledge that are wise, full of 

wisdom, of good value, and virtuous that are owned, guided, 

and implemented by members of the community. 

Prototype teaching materials folklore texts compiled based 

on the needs of students and teachers have high effectiveness 

in achieving goals [2, 4, 24]. These teaching materials have 

local significance values contained therein. Local wisdom is 

related to the system and the needs of human life. The local 

wisdom about social relations and kinship systems is implied 

in an atmosphere of unity of tolerance and togetherness that 

is manifested in real life [15, 25, 26]. 

3. Method 

The research method used is research and development as 

developed [27]. From this study produced valid and effective 

teaching material products [28] for use in learning. The 

research procedures undertaken include the research phase 

which consists of the analysis of teaching material needs, 

analysis of competency standards, analysis of folklore that 

has moral values in Cirebon and Indramayu districts, 

development of teaching materials, validation of folklore 

teaching materials, and testing of materials teach. The next 

stage of development consists of developing teaching 

materials, validation and revision of folklore teaching 

materials that have local wisdom [28, 29]. Finally, the 

evaluation stage of folklore teaching materials that have local 

wisdom based on limited trials to find out the effectiveness of 

the use of teaching materials in learning folklore material. 

The steps taken are:; (1) the initial analysis phase of folklore, 

the analysis of the textbook used, and the need for teaching 

materials; (2) stages of developing instructional material 

design and validation; (3) the stage of reconstructing the 

ingredients based on the input of the validation results of 

experts and practitioners; (4) the test and evaluation stages or 

limited testing of teaching materials in schools, and revise 

them; and (5) the implementation phase of teaching materials 

with a broader scope. 

There are two types of research subjects, namely the 

subject of the analysis of the availability and condition 

conditions of selected folklore in Cirebon and Indramayu 

regencies and analysis of the need for folklore teaching 

materials that have local wisdom as character education. 

Therefore, the subjects in the research used are folklore 

document in Cirebon Regency and Indramayu. Meanwhile, 

the subject of research when validating products through 

evaluating prototypes of folklore teaching materials that have 

local wisdom is academics and practitioners of Indonesian 

language education. Furthermore, the research subjects in 

conducting the prototype testing of teaching materials were 

students of Cirebon Cendekia Vocational School and 

Kamplongan Indramayu Maritim Vocational School. 

The instruments in this study were interviews that were 

used to explore problems of learning in schools, guidelines 

for analysis to analyze the values of local wisdom in folklore, 

guidelines for the validation of teaching materials to measure 

the validity of teaching materials, and tests used to measure 

the success of learning in using prototype materials teach 

folklore. Data collected from the results of the interviews 

were analyzed to obtain a synthesis of learning, while data 

from the analysis of folklore was used as a starting point for 

the development of folklore teaching materials in high school 

or vocational high school. Data from the results of the test 

implementation of learning to measure the effectiveness of 

teaching materials are processed using t-test or significance 

test of two means. 

4. Result and Discussion 

Based on an analysis of folklore it is known that the 

structure of folklore has a compatibility with the structure of 

literature so that it can be used as learning material for 

students. Based on the analysis of the structure of folklore 

literature from Cirebon and Indramayu, it can be stated that 

folklore belongs to the type of literature, because it has 

literary elements as well as the types of prose works. The 

structure of folklore from Cirebon and Indramayu consists of 

background, plot, characterization, and theme. However, not 

all folklore has complete elements as the elements in prose 

literary works. Therefore, based on the results of the analysis 

of the completeness of the literary structure, six folklore 

stories were chosen which could be developed into teaching 

materials for folk certificates in high school / vocational 

school. Literary elements in the folklore above can be 

analyzed based on its constituent elements, sothat this 

folklore can be a teaching material for folklore texts. The 

folklore from Cirebon and Indramayu which has a complete 
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structure is as set out in table 1 below. 

Table 1. Results of Analysis of Structure of Folklore in Cirebon. 

No Title of Folklore Forming Strukture 

1 Nyi Mas Gandasari 

Place setting: NegeriPaseh, Negeri Cirebon, Sheikh DatukSoleh's House, Cirebon State Boundary, Cave. Timeline: 15th 

century. 

Theme: The power of Nyi Mas Gandasari 

Characterizations: Nyi Mas Gandasari, Syekh DatukSoleh, Syekh Magelung Sakti, Sunan Kalijaga, Ki Gede 

Pekandangan, Ki Dampu Awang, Ki Gede Bungko, and Prabu Cakraningrat. 

Plot and storyline: plot forward, the series of stories runs from beginning to end. 

Message: emancipation of women, obey the rules, 

2 Mbah Kuwu Sangkan 

Place Setting: Gunung Jati, Cirebon Coast, Cirebon Girang. Setting time: 38 years. 

Theme: serve parents, carry out the teacher's commands, realized their ideals. 

Characterizations: Sheikh Nurjati, MbahKuwuSangkan, Ki GedeAlang-alang, Nyi Mas Rarasantang. 

Plot and Storyline: MbahKuwuSangkan's journey in broadcasting Islam. 

Message: everyone must have the intention to succeed to reach their goals. 

3 Baridindan Ratminah 

Place Setting: Jagapura Coastal Cirebon Beach. Time setting: tonight. 

Theme: the most beautiful love story 

Characterizations: Bapak Dam, Baridin, Gemblung, Ratminah. 

Plot and groove: the groove contains elements of tension and impromptu. 

Message: Be patient and trust in facing the test that befalls, because love cannot be forced and it has been determined 

that humans live in pairs. 

 

Other folklore originating from Cirebon Regency and has 

complete literary structure titled: Mesjid Sang Cipta Rasa, 

Sejarah Situs Mari Kangen, Misteri Patung Perawan Sunti, 

Sejarah Makam si Jabang Bayi. This folklore is still in the form 

of oral literature so that it is obtained from interviews with 

community leaders in the area. However, the building elements 

are complete and contain moral values as local wisdom. 

Meanwhile, the results of the analysis of the structure and 

language of Indramayu folklore obtained the following 

results. 

Table 2. Results of Analysis of Structure of Folklore in Indramayu. 

No Title of Folklore Forming Structure 

1 Ki Bajagdan Ki Gedog 

Setting: the village of Rambat is precisely at Ki Bajag's house. The background of this story is not explicitly described. 

However, if we look at the events that occur, the story is set in the afternoon. 

Theme: On this earth there is not a single greatest human being. 

Characterization: Ki Bajag, Ki Gedog, Ki Bajag's Wife. 

Plot and Storyline: in the form of a forward plot, the series of stories runs from beginning to end 

Message: we must not be arrogant just because we have strengths. All humans are equal before God. 

2 
BedugKeramat: 

JokoBadul 

a. Place Setting: Jatisawit Village. Time setting: morning and evening (bright moon). 

Spiritual setting: the wedding party tradition of the local community for up to seven days and nights. 

Theme: always be kind to anyone, especially to people who have cared for and raised parents. 

Characterizations: Joko Bajul, Katijah, Ki Kamal, Ki Sardana, and NyiSanti. 

Plot and groove: in the form of a forward groove, because the series of stories runs from beginning to end. In the plot 

contains elements of tension and impromptu. 

Message: to get something desired, it must be tried and done honestly. 

3 AsalUsulPedatiKuno 

Location setting: Desayaryar, Cirebon, Roban I areas, and Kapetak. Time setting: on Sunday, 1486 M. 

Theme: Do not be easily provoked emotions let alone let out words that endanger yourself. 

Characterizations: Putri, Oongtien, Commander Lie Guacang, Commander Lie Guanhin, Commander Tiampokwang 

/ Dampuawang, Ki Badur, Nyi Balimbing, Grandpa Kuwu Cirebon II, Ki Dongkala, Ki Sultan Cirebon and Pangeran 

Suramadi. 

Plot or groove: forward groove. 

Mandate: we should always remember God so that all problems are facilitated. 

 

From each of these folklore there are moral values that can 

be used as examples or role models for students. These moral 

values can be used as a theme for the development of short 

stories as learning outcomes in developing skills in folklore 

text material. Students will also know the setting of a story 

that they are familiar with, for example the names of places. 

Characterizations in folklore also use the names of figures 

who are generally known by students so that for them the 

story is not just a fiction but is related to the lives of the 

people they know. Likewise with the plot and complementary 

themes in presenting ideas that have moral values as local 

wisdom. 

From the analysis of basic competencies in the 

curriculum, folk text texts can be developed that are 

adjusted to the basic competencies in the curriculum and 

are linked to character ducation that presents local wisdom 

values. Basic competency development starts from 

cognitive development, then psychomotor development. 

Each competency development is directed at written and 

oral language skills. 

The development of these competencies uses teaching 

materials as scaffolding in learning. The development of the 

design of teaching materials for folklore text for vocational 

students is arranged as the following mind map: 



107 SuherliKusmanaet al.:  Development of Folklore Teaching Materials Based on Local Wisdom as Character Education 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Mind Map of Folklore Teaching Material. 

The teaching material developed was subsequently 

validated by experts and their eligibility practitioners. The 

components used to validate the feasibility of teaching 

materials are material or content, presentation, language, and 

graphics. The total score multiplied by the weight of all 

components is a maximum of 100. From the measurements 

made by experts or academics reached a score of 87.5 while 

the results of measurements made by teachers who have 

experienced more than five years reached a score of 92.0. 

Thus obtained an average of 89.75 which is included in the 

category as teaching materials that have high eligibility. 

Based on the results of the trial application of teaching 

materials loaded with local wisdom in SMK Cendekia Cirebon 

and SMK NU Maritim Kamplongan Indramayu it is known that 

folklore teaching materials extracted from the local community 

environment where students live get effective learning outcomes. 

This is based on a comparison between teaching materials used 

in the experimental class and teaching materials used in the 

control class. Comparison is done by calculating the average 

value of student learning outcomes then compared using the t-

test formula at a significance level of 95%. Based on these 

calculations, it is known that t arithmetic is greater than the 

value of t table, so it can be stated that the difference between 

the two classes can be trusted. 

5. Discussion 

Based on the description of the results of an analysis of 

folklore that can be collected from the community, it can be 

stated that folklore that developed in Cirebon and Indramayucan 

still be passed on to future generations. Data obtained from the 

story collection book and from the results of interviews with 

community leaders can be sorted based on the completeness of 

the literary structure as the story builder. Folklore that has a 

complete structure there are moral values that can be obtained 

from the character of the characters contained in a story, both 

from the dialogue conducted and from the setting and storyline. 

From the complete literary structure it can be found moral 

values contained therein. These moral values are still relevant to 

good values in today's life that can be emulated. These moral 

values can be used as character education for students through 

learning folklore materials developed from folk tales around the 

students' environment. Character education that is carried out 

through learning folklore texts will be easier to apply than 

delivering advice and directions to students. 

The use of language elements can still be understood by 

readers today, there are only a few vocabulary in written 

folklore whose understanding must be based on the context 

of the sentence. Unlike the folklore told verbally by 

community leaders, maybe because he recounts oral stories 

that have been heard from his parents so he can retell using 

the language chosen by him. 

Teaching materials developed must be able to provide 

complete information, inspire and motivate students to 

develop their creativity. Teaching material folklore developed 

from the student environment makes it easier for students to 

understand the background and characterizations so that the 

storyline and themes of the folklore are easily understood by 

students. If the folklore is easy to understand, students' 

interest in learning will increase. Based on the validation of 

the material expert and the teacher as a learning practitioner 

who reviews teaching material from the appropriateness of 

the material or content, presentation, language, and graphics 

shows that the teaching material must have material truth and 

concept suitability. In addition, teaching materials developed 

must have an implicit or explicit purpose especially in 

developing the character of students through messages of 

moral values contained in a story. These moral values are 

local wisdom that should be developed through education. 

The development of folklore text teaching materials that 
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contain local wisdom to provide character education to 

students can overcome the limitations of teaching materials 

that have been a problem for teachers. The problem of 

teaching materials that are less varied and not interested by 

students can be overcome by producing this teaching 

material. Likewise, when a school experiences difficulties in 

providing teaching materials for Indonesian subjects, it can 

be overcome by the results of developing teaching materials 

that are extracted from local wisdom around students. 

The results of the trial of teaching materials show that 

teaching materials developed from folklore that develop in 

students' environments attract students more interest in 

learning than folklore they do not know. The unfamiliar 

folklore originated in Sumatra or Kalimantan, so that 

students' efforts to connect conditions or locations as 

background stories with real conditions at this time can 

increase motivation for learning. Prototype teaching 

materials folklore that are arranged according to the needs of 

students and teachers have high effectiveness. Likewise, if 

prototypes of folklore teaching materials developed as 

teaching materials extracted from the student environment 

will further enhance the effectiveness of learning objectives. 

Thus, in addition to analyzing the needs of students and 

teachers in preparing teaching materials, it is also necessary 

to provide teaching materials sourced from folklore that live 

in the student environment. The use of place settings and 

characterizations in folklore can motivate students to learn 

optimally in realizing the achievement of basic competencies. 

6. Conclusion 

Based on the presentation and discussion of the 

development of folklore teaching materials containing local 

wisdom, it can be summarized as follows: 

Folklore that lives in Cirebon and Indramayu regencies has 

a structure like the literary text in general so that it can be 

used as teaching material in schools. The folklore structure as 

a literary structure will make it easier for students to take 

advantage of it, even the language used can still be 

understood. The language elements used in folklore can still 

be understood by students so that the use of pronouns, 

adverbial phrases, material verbs, or temporal conjunctions 

can still be understood by students. 

Teaching materials that are developed based on folklore 

that have local wisdom should be used as teaching materials 

in SMK. This material that contains local wisdom can be 

used by teachers as character education for students, 

educating positive values, good behavior, noble morals and 

national dignity. This is based on the results of validation 

from experts and practitioners which are reviewed based on 

the content, presentation, language, and graphics of the 

teaching material which exceeds the minimum requirements. 

Based on the results of trials in SMK Cendekia Cirebon and 

SMK NU Maritim Kamplongan Indramayu it is known that 

the teaching material can be used effectively in improving 

students' ability to produce literary works, especially writing 

short stories using basic ideas from folklore. 
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