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The “in-field reserve” (RSVF) is defined as the quantity of SMnN contained 
in the mining fields (AF). Mining fields are those fields of the mineable 
area that are actually mined.
Expecting a field to be bulk-mined, it is assumed that the average nodule 
abundance in the field is equal to the abundance in the covered area. 
The quantity of SMnN in the fields is estimated on the basis of average 
nodule abundance and the total size of the fields (Formula 3).



The “gross mineable proportion” (α) is defined as the percentage of the 
seafloor (ATOT) which meets all criteria of being mineable (Formula 4).












